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Friday, May 24th, 2013 
   
Before the 
Federal Communications Commission 
Washington, D.C. 20554  
  
RE:  Docket 13-53  
        Auction 902 Tribal Mobility Fund Phase 1 
 
 
With respect to comments filed by the Bad River Band of the Lake Superior Tribe of the Chippewa Indians:  
 
Access Engineering (AE) is an authorized agent of the Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
Indians, the Gikendaasowin Tribal Education Department, and the Vilas County Wisconsin Economic 
Development Corporation. See attached a Letter of Agency.  
 
For over a year AE has been in discussions with Vilas County, WI and the Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake 
Superior Chippewa Indians regarding the lack of broadband and mobility services in the northern third of 
Wisconsin.   
 
The lack of broadband and mobility services has led the Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior 
Chippewa Indians and Vilas County Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation to engage AE in 
performing an engineering study and a Tribal Broadband Apprenticeship Training Program.  This Study 
and Apprenticeship Training Program has cost the Tribe $130,000.00 to address the lack of services.   
 
AE and the Tribal Broadband Apprentices have conducted mobility and broadband engineering testing 
using standard practices.  Our testing results have been documented using multiple carrier’s phones and 
GPS’s.  This documentation has been compiled into a map outlining Tribal Reservation boundaries, and a 
portion of the Tribe’s Ceded Territory.  Each of the 53 areas lacking coverage has been documented with 
correlating numbers on the attached map.  These numbered areas also are directly documented on 53 
pictures of multiple carrier smart mobile phones with incorporated GPS, or a picture of a GPS next to a 
non-smart phone.   
 
The result of these tests has proved the lack of broadband and mobility services.  3G services do not 
coincide with the FCC’s Tribal Mobility Fund Phase I Potentially Eligible Areas.  There is an abundant lack 
of 3G coverage in this area.  We feel the carriers reported 3G coverage areas are incorrect, and the 
carriers are overzealous in their reporting.   
  
 
Thank You, 
 

 
 
Bruce Rowell 
Owner 
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#1 #2 #3

NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON
NO SERVICE!

CELLCOM
NO SERVICE!

CELLCOM

SMARTPHONE PICTURES WITH INCORPORATED GPS OR 

SEPARATE GPS WITH NON-SMART PHONE
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#4 #5 #6

NO 3G SERVICE!

CELLCOM, EXTENDED 

INDICATES 2G ONLY
NO SERVICE!

CELLCOM NO SERVICE!

VERIZON

SMARTPHONE PICTURES WITH INCORPORATED GPS OR 

SEPARATE GPS WITH NON-SMART PHONE
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#7 #8 #9

NO SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO SERVICE!

CELLCOM

NO 3G SERVICE!

CELLCOM

SMARTPHONE PICTURES WITH INCORPORATED GPS OR 

SEPARATE GPS WITH NON-SMART PHONE
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NO SERVICE!

CELLCOM

NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON
NO SERVICE!

VERIZON

SMARTPHONE PICTURES WITH INCORPORATED GPS OR 

SEPARATE GPS WITH NON-SMART PHONE
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NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON
NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO SERVICE!

VERIZON

SMARTPHONE PICTURES WITH INCORPORATED GPS OR 
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NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON
NO SERVICE!

VERIZON
NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON

SMARTPHONE PICTURES WITH INCORPORATED GPS OR 

SEPARATE GPS WITH NON-SMART PHONE
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NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON
NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO 3G SERVICE!
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#22 #23 #24

NO SERVICE!

VERIZON
NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO SERVICE!

VERIZON

SMARTPHONE PICTURES WITH INCORPORATED GPS OR 

SEPARATE GPS WITH NON-SMART PHONE
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NO SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO SERVICE!

VERIZON

SMARTPHONE PICTURES WITH INCORPORATED GPS OR 

SEPARATE GPS WITH NON-SMART PHONE
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NO SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO 3G SERVICE!

CELLCOM, EXTENDED 

INDICATES 2G ONLY

SMARTPHONE PICTURES WITH INCORPORATED GPS OR 

SEPARATE GPS WITH NON-SMART PHONE
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NO 3G SERVICE!

CELLCOM, EXTENDED 

INDICATES 2G ONLY

NO 3G SERVICE!

CELLCOM, EXTENDED 

INDICATES 2G ONLY

NO 3G SERVICE!

CELLCOM, EXTENDED 

INDICATES 2G ONLY

SMARTPHONE PICTURES WITH INCORPORATED GPS OR 

SEPARATE GPS WITH NON-SMART PHONE
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NO 3G SERVICE!

CELLCOM, EXTENDED 

INDICATES 2G ONLY

NO 3G SERVICE!

CELLCOM

NO 3G SERVICE!

CELLCOM, EXTENDED 

INDICATES 2G ONLY

SMARTPHONE PICTURES WITH INCORPORATED GPS OR 

SEPARATE GPS WITH NON-SMART PHONE
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NO SERVICE!

VERIZON
NO SERVICE!

VERIZON
NO SERVICE!

VERIZON

SMARTPHONE PICTURES WITH INCORPORATED GPS OR 

SEPARATE GPS WITH NON-SMART PHONE
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NO SERVICE!

VERIZON
NO SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO SERVICE!

VERIZON

SMARTPHONE PICTURES WITH INCORPORATED GPS OR 

SEPARATE GPS WITH NON-SMART PHONE
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NO SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO SERVICE!

VERIZON

SMARTPHONE PICTURES WITH INCORPORATED GPS OR 

SEPARATE GPS WITH NON-SMART PHONE
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NO SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO SERVICE!

VERIZON

SMARTPHONE PICTURES WITH INCORPORATED GPS OR 

SEPARATE GPS WITH NON-SMART PHONE
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#49 #50 #51

NO SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON
NO SERVICE!

VERIZON

SMARTPHONE PICTURES WITH INCORPORATED GPS OR 

SEPARATE GPS WITH NON-SMART PHONE
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#52 #53

NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON
NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON

NO 3G SERVICE!

VERIZON

SMARTPHONE PICTURES WITH INCORPORATED GPS OR 

SEPARATE GPS WITH NON-SMART PHONE
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